AGED 10, male. History.-At age of 4, suffered from multiple foci of osteomyelitis, affecting both humeri, right femur, both tibia, and left os calcis. The original infection is said to have started in the left os calcis.
Patient first seen in August, 1922 , when there was a discharging sinus over the right tibia. The left foot was then in calcaneus. Pending healing in the right tibia, the left foot was held in a moulded leather splint at right angle to the leg. Present Condition.-Right tibia now firmly healed, no evidence of active sepsis. Left foot still in marked calcaneus, and useless as a lever. X-ray examination showed loss of posterior half of os calcis, with ankylosis of ankle-joint, and fails to disclose any epiphyseal cartilage at lower end of left tibia. Free mobility at subastragaloid and mid-tarsal joints. Triceps surm active, but normal attachment of tendo Achillis is replaced, on account of loss of posterior half of os calcis, by thin fibrous union to fibrous scar attached to remains of os calcis.
The aim of correction must be to bring the foot to a right angle with the tibia, in which position the triceps surm will become active as a plantar flexor and a functional lever.
I suggest that the most hopeful method of operation will be the removal of a wedge from the tibia, the base of the wedge being directed posteriorly.
DISCUSSION.
Mr. H. A. T. FAIRBANK (President) said he was of opinion that there was some movement at the ankle, and suggested Whitman's operation.
Mr. R. C. ELMSLIE suggested a wedge operation above the ankle-joint if it was found movable at the time of operation.
Mr. D. MCCRAE AITKEN said he agreed with the President that there seemed to be some movement at the ankle, and suggested a horizontal section through the astragalus.
Locking of Elbow due to Large Loose Body.
By PAUL BERNARD ROTH, F.R.C.S. JOHN H., aged 45, an engine-driver on the Southern Railway. When seen on July 3, 1924, stated that for last twelve years he had had something the matter with his right elbow. Something would catch in it; it would become painful suddenly when bent, e.g., as in washing his neck, and he would have to seize hold of the wrist with his other hand and twist it free. This had happened "thousands of times," but during the last week it had been worse than ever, and so he decided to come to hospital.
He is employed on a section of the line where the engine levers are all worked with the left hand, and so he has been able to do his work satisfactorily. But his F-OR 1 [November 4, 1924. at SAGE Publications on June 21, 2016 jrs.sagepub.com Downloaded from
